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REVISION READY - STUDENT GUIDE 
Session 
number Focus 

1 Using Quizlet 

2 Using Gojimo 

3 How to Write Paragraph Summaries 

4 How to Write Cornell notes 

5 How to Make a Revision Timetable 

6 How to Make Flashcards 

7 How to Create Mindmaps 

8 How to Make Revision books 

9 Revising with Post-it notes 

10 Creating Mnemonics 

11 Creating Graphic organisers 

12 How to Make Foldables 

13 Transforming notes 

14 RAGging and flagging 

15 How to Revise with Past papers 

16 How to Create an exam guide 

17 Read-Write-Recite-Review 

 



Session 1: Using Quizlet 

https://quizlet.com/ 

Quizlet is both a website and a mobile/tablet app.  It lets users create a series of 
flashcards or revision aids.  Once made you can them print them as: 

- glossaries 
- different sized flashcards 
- tables 
- tests 

 

Subject Quizlets found 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

 

 

https://quizlet.com/


Session 2: Using Gojimo 

Gojimo is a useful application for smart phones and 

tablets 

• It features questions and quizzes (created by teachers) that are linked to 

specific exam board specifications. 

• Because the questions are created by teachers and are subject specific you 

can rest assured that the questions featured test the knowledge you need 

to know for the real exam. 

• The questions are presented as multiple choice. 

- This approach is useful for building up your key words knowledge 

and understanding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Session 3: How to Write Paragraph Summaries 

 

HIGHLIGHTING DOESN’T WORK! 
Sure, it can be a good method for picking out key 
chunks of information of key words – but how many 
times has your sheet looked like this? 
 

Why doesn’t highlighting work? 

• One of the main problems is that it is already a 

very familiar strategy and using it involves 

little effort. 

• Most people don’t have a strategy for highlighting.  

• Another reason to ditch the highlighters is that when a revision technique 

feels too easy, it usually is. 

• Scientists have found that successful revision should involve ‘desirable 

difficulty’. 

• The added difficulty is harder to stick with but it proves longer lasting in 

the memory. 

Try using Post-its 

• In class/at home, if you are set the task of 

reading through a text and making notes, try 

writing a post-it summary at the end of each 

paragraph. 

• This exercise forces you to extract the key 

meaning from the paragraph and reduce it down to something more 

palatable and memorable.  

 

 

 

 



POST-IT PARAGRAPHS: EXTRACT 
 
TASK:  Analyse the extract below and write 4-5 brief Post-Its summarising the most 
important parts 
 
Gender and Crime 
 
Official statistics suggest that, generally, more men than women commit crime. Only 20% of people 
found guilty of/cautioned for serious offences are women. Possible explanations for this could include 
gender socialization processes, gender differences in opportunities to become involved in crime and the 
chivalry effect that operates during legal processes such as reporting, police response, trial and 
sentencing. 
 
The number of female offenders in the UK, however, appears to be increasing. 
 

- This may be due partly to changes in the social position of women who now have similar 
opportunities to men to act illegally. 
 
- Another explanation of the increase relates to changing attitudes to gender. Shifts in 
attitudes may mean that women are no longer subject to the chivalry effect within 
the criminal justice system. 

 
Some sociologists argue that women are less likely to commit crimes than men because of 
gender socialization. Males are often under peer pressure to act in masculine ways. This could 
lead to alcohol-related violence and conflict with the police.  Other sociologists argue that females have 
fewer opportunities to commit crime. Girls, for example, are often supervised more closely than boys.  
Another view is that female offenders who conform to gender stereotypes (e.g. wearing 
feminine clothing during the trial) are treated less harshly than men within the criminal justice 
process. This is known as the ‘chivalry effect’.   
 
The public nature of male socialisation might also play a role:  Young men’s social activity is thought to 
be more outdoors based than female socialisation.  McIntosh suggests that girls are raised in a 
‘bedroom culture’ and are more likely to socialise indoors and communicate through talk and listening, 
whilst boys’ socialisation is often more physical and aggressive.  The very fact that boys are more likely 
to be outside also means they are more likely to be caught by the police if there are up to no good. 
 
However, official statistics suggest that nowadays females are more likely to commit crimes than thirty 
years ago. On the other hand, it may be that females are now more likely to be arrested, charged and 
convicted because the chivalry effect is declining. Conclusively, sociologists do agree that generally 
females are less likely to commit crimes than males. However, they disagree on how to explain this and 
also why official statistics suggest that female crime has increased. 
 
 
 
 

 



Session 4: How to Write Cornell notes 

Do you find it difficult to reduce down key information? 

• Cornell notes will help.  The principle was developed at Cornell University – 

one of the most prestigious universities in the USA. 

• It involves dividing up your page (or using a template) which you use to give 

your notes structure. 

• It forces you to be brief and pick out the key points. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Session 5: How to Make a Revision Timetable 

It’s so obvious, but so important 
- Manage your time! 
- Either make a time based plan or a subject based plan, or combine the two. 

 

Time based plan Subject based plan 

• You plan out how much time you 

have and allocate subjects to the 

time periods/slots 

• This method is good for long and 

short term planning 

• You may choose to make a daily 

plan, or a weekly plan 

• This involves you breaking down 

each subject into topics and working 

through them 

• This method is especially good for 

ensuring you revise ALL information 

• You can combine this with a time 

based plan to ensure you revise all 

subjects in enough detail 

 

10 Top Tips: 

1. Be realistic – you won’t/don’t have to work all day, every day 
2. Make a list of the subject topics that you need to revise for between now and 

your exams 
3. Concentrate on those specific topics or modules that you are weak on 
4. Break down major revision subjects into smaller parts 
5. Ensure that you include break times during the day 
6. Work out when you ‘study best’ – morning, afternoon, early evening  
7. Do not leave your most difficult or hardest subjects until the end of the day 
8. At the end of each week assess your performance and change your plans 

accordingly 
9. Keep your timetable flexible and be ready to change it if circumstances 

change. 
10. Experts suggest studying in slots of 40 minutes and then taking a break before 

you switch subjects 
 
 
 
 



Session 6: How to Make Flashcards 
Flashcards are good for storing information in your short and long-
term memory 

- They’re portable 
- They encourage you to break down information 
- They can be used in multiple ways 
- You can use them to revise with others or test each other 
- They are a proven method – especially if you make them early enough 

 

There is no right or wrong way to make a flashcard…it’s up to you 

1. Question and answer 

2. Keywords 

3. Key information 

4. Cornell flashcard 

5. Mini mindmap 

6. Lists 

7. Exam question plan 

 
How to organise your flashcards 

 

1. Use an envelope 

2. Write the topic title on the envelope 

3. Write the title of each flashcard on the 

outside 

4. Add tick boxes 

5. File your flashcards in the envelope 

6. Tick off each time you revise the 

flashcard 

 



Session 7: How to Create Mindmaps 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steps to success 

 

1. Create a central Idea. The central idea is the starting point of your 
Mind Map and represents the topic you are going to explore 

2. Add branches to your map – write along the branches (the mind 
map should flow) 

3. Add keywords and key information (but keep it brief) 
4. Colour code your branches 
5. Include images and sketches (nothing too difficult) 

 

Still not sure? Try the SimpleMind app 



Session 8: How to Make Revision books 
Revision books keep all of your revision in one place: 

- You can use them as your main 
set of notes. 

- Alternatively, your revision book 
may be how you break down your 
main notes. 

- What goes inside your revision 
book is up to you… but here are 
some suggestions: 
 

1: Keep notes brief and to the point 
2: Use images 
3: Use colour to denote key points/criticisms etc. 
4: Add/stick in spider diagrams and mindmaps 
5: Include statistics and facts/fine details 
6: Include tables 
7: Use post-its to indicate key things o remember 
 
 



Session 9: Revising with Post-it notes 
The humble Post-it note has multiple uses… 

- They are an essential study tool and prove especially useful when it comes to 
revision 

- In this session we will look at ten ways in which you can use Post-it notes for 
revision (some of which we have already touched on) 
 

10 Uses for Post-it notes 
1: Stick them on your walls and doors 
• Movable revision! 
• Keywords will catch your eye and pretty 

soon you’ll internalise definitions 

• HOWEVER – don’t cover every wall in your 
bedroom.  It should be a sanctuary of sleep! 

2: Stick them around the house 
• One former JCoSS student used to stick 

Post-it notes around her house. 
• When asked a question she would mentally 

search the house  
• She would then say something along the 

lines of ‘Fridge…milk…1969!’. 

• This might help you make mental maps. 
3: Use them as keyword match up 
• Write a series of keywords on one set of 

Post-its and the definitions on another set. 
• Jumble them and then use a wall space to 

check your understanding by matching them 
up. 

4: Use them to write paragraph 
summaries 
• We saw how successful this was a few 

weeks ago. 
• Post-its encourage you to be brief yet 

concise. 

5: Use them to keep note of what you 
have and have not revised 
• Stick these notes to your exercise book, text 

books or revision books as a handy 
reminder of what you still need to cover 

6: Use them as page markers in your 
exercise books 
• Use Post-it to mark out different topics and 

chapters. 

7: Use them to create a flowchart 
• You can even mix up the order and 

rearrange as a method testing yourself 

 

8: Use them as a past paper question 
planner 
• If you don’t want to waste a past paper with 

so-so responses, you can use a post it to jot 
down your answer in rough. 

9: Use them as a past paper prompter 
• You can use a Post-it to remind yourself of 

how to answer specific questions. 
• This is useful because of the movable 

nature of the Post-it notes. 

 

10: Download Post-it plus 
• This app allows you to turn physical Post-it 

notes into digital ones 
• You simply take a picture in the free app and 

it converts the Post-it into a digital version 
which you can move around and scroll 
through 

 



Session 10: Creating Mnemonics 
What are mnemonics? 

• It’s a very general term, referring to any technique that helps memory. Slightly more 

specifically, mnemonic devices are ways of turning information into an easier to 

remember format. 

• There are no rules to mnemonics, especially for revision, it’s just about what works 

for you. 

Acronyms 

• An acronym mnemonic sees you abbreviate information by creating a word where 

each letter stands for something. 

• A classic science mnemonic you may be aware of if OIL RIG, which describes the 

difference between Oxidation and Reduction: Oxidation Is Loss, Reduction Is Gain. 

• Acronyms are very easy to remember but can only really be used for small amounts 

of information. Once your acronym is getting longer than 5 or 6 letters it may be 

hard to recall exactly what the letters stand for, especially if you have the same letter 

multiple times. 

Phrases and acrostics: 

- Rest 

Exercise 

- Variety 

- Imagination 

- Structure 

- Individual 

- Ongoing 

- Not too long 
 

Rhymes and songs are quite a bit harder to create yourself, but once you’ve got 

one you’ll probably never forget it. 

“Thirty days have September, 

April, June, and November. 

All the rest have 31, 

Except February alone, 

And that has 28 days clear, 

And 29 in a leap year.” 

 

Read difficult info or things that 
you keep forgetting in a funny 

accent. 
You’ll look pretty strange, but it 

may just work 
 



Session 11: Creating Graphic organisers 
• Graphic organisers help you clearly organise your revision notes/points in a 

visual way. 

• You can create your own or tailor existing templates to your individual 

subjects. 

• One of the strengths of graphic organisers is their ability to help clarify and 

organise haphazard thinking (they help you make sense of topics and how 

they link) 

• Concept maps have been shown to be an excellent device for testing 

knowledge on a given topic. 

Types of graphic organiser: 
- Venn diagrams 
- Concept maps 
- Spider diagrams 
- Fishbone diagrams. 
- Foldables 
- The Memory Pad 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 



Session 12: How to make foldables 
What is a foldable? 
It’s paper magic…that’s what it is 

 A simple sheet of paper is all it takes sometimes to make an invaluable 
revision tool 

 They are a really useful way of distilling and breaking down your revision 
notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Session 13: Transforming notes 
Reading notes/revision books is fine… 

 Testing yourself is better… 

  Transforming your notes is best… 
 

Transforming notes means to turn them from written notes into 

another form.  Here’s a list of what you can do with your notes 

(other than read them) when they are complete: 

 Make a set of flashcards 

 Use Quizlet to make a set of online flashcards/glossaries 

 Make a series of foldables 

 Apply the notes to past paper questions 

 Ask someone to test you 

 Recite them out loud 

 Photocopy them and stick them around the house 

 Make a series of posters or mindmaps 
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Session 14: RAGging and flagging 
The key to success is prioritising revision and the areas you need to 
spend longer revising. 

 Figure out which subjects need the most attention: start with the 
subjects you find most difficult. 

 Don’t be tempted to constantly revise your favourite topics – start 
with the trickier topics. 

 You could tackle this issue by using the ‘Prioritise your revision’ 
template on the next page. 

 

RAGging: Working out your strong/weak areas 
 

• RAGging involves categorising your understanding of key topics in 

your exam courses. 

• RED = Not at all confident/no knowledge 

• AMBER = Some knowledge, but a little rusty or not yet confident 

• GREEN = Secure knowledge 

How can I RAG? 

1. Use the templates in your revision pack/booklet to categorise your topics 

(see next pages) 

2. Go through your exercise book with RAG coloured pens/pencils – put 

a coloured dot in the top corner of each page. 

3. Go through your textbooks/revision guides and categorise each page: if 

you can’t/don’t want to write on your textbook you could RAG on a Post-It 

note or flashcard and include specific detail.  This can work for any of your 

subjects. 

Plan wisely  Get ahead       Be honest 

 



Session 15: How to Revise with Past papers 
Simple, yet effective revision 

• Some experts have formulated that about 30% of your total revision time 

needs to be focused on past paper questions – either answering them or 

planning them. 

• You need to master how you will be tested in the real exam – so don’t 

forget this. 

How do I get past papers? 

• Ensure you have the right exam board for each of 

your subjects and download from their internet 

sites (most are free and easily available) 

• Do a web search – type in the exam board, year 

and the unit title (or unit code if you have it) 

• You can also check on Moodle – teachers will be adding material to this 

gradually 

• Ask your teacher for copies of past papers 

• Bed creative: From looking at a few past papers you can probably have a 

go at creating your own exam questions – just ensure you follow the same 

structure and use the same command words 

How do I use past papers for revision? 

1. Do the paper in timed conditions 

2. Do a section of the paper in timed conditions 

3. RAG your understanding  

4. Get to grips with key command words and questions styles.  You won’t be 

able to predict questions, but you can know the style of questions and come 

up with planning/answering techniques  

5. Create an exam guide (next week) 
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Session 16: How to Create an exam guide 

What do you need? 

1. A past paper or series of past papers for one of your subjects 

2. A sheet of A3 paper or set of flashcards 

3. Pens 

4. A Calculator 

5. A highlighter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



Session 17: Read-Write-Recite-Review 

Reading is just a part of revising 

                       – you need to rehearse 

• Get someone to test you… 
• Cover up sections and test yourself 
• Review what you missed, read over it and start the cycle again 
• You need to look over your notes and identify what doesn’t stick. 
• Evaluate your performance and spend more time going over that section. 
• Relying on reciting won’t prove the most effective method of revision…it’s 

just one part of a cycle 
• Read-Write -Recite-Review offers an enhancement that works 
• Simply reading the information is never enough but this active addition can 

prove more memorable.  A little reciting, and a little checking, go a long 
way. 
 

TIP:  
Saying easily forgotten points out loud in an accent might just help it 

stick… 
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