
GCSE English 
Literature

GCSE English 
Language

We prepare students 
for two separate 
qualifications:



Assessment

• All students follow the same assessment criteria and are able 
to achieve grades 1 – 9 in any English class

• Students must achieve a grade 4 in either qualification 

• Grade 6+ allows entry to A Level English Literature/A Level 
Film Courses

• Top 2 sets and mixed ability classes.



GCSE English Language Subject 

Content: Paper 1 Section A

20th Century Prose

Read the following extract from a passage:

Her mother, on the other hand, was constant, changing in slow motion 
from the harassed and loving figure of Lucy’s childhood to the Maureen 
of today – unfailingly good humoured, opinionated and forever a great 
deal younger than her daughter, or so it seemed to Lucy. 

Lucy was not like her mother. She was not easy-going and trusting. 
Lucy stared, probed and queried. ‘Where does the sun go when it’s 
night time?’ she demanded, aged about four. ‘It goes to bed,’ replied 
Maureen comfortably. ‘It goes bye-byes, just like you do. All tucked up. 
And then it wakes up in the morning and shines in your window, doesn’t 
it?’ Lucy listened in silence, her mouth knotted in disapproval. And then 
she burst out, ‘No, it doesn’t. It can’t because it’s not a girl.’ What Lucy 
meant was that Maureen’s claim was impossible because the sun – up 
there, wherever it may be – is obviously not a conscious being like you 
and me, capable of putting on a nightdress and getting into bed and 
going to sleep. Since she was only four, the best she could do to express 
her insight was to resort to an outburst of temper. 

As she grew up, Lucy became competent and combative. She had a 
sense of curiosity, a capacity for hard work and a strong refusal ever to 
admit defeat, qualities that she did not get from her upbringing. A 
mother who was unwilling or unable to confront a serious question 
about the universe was unlikely to turn out to be inspirational.

How are the 
differences 
between these 
2 characters 
shown? 10 
marks

How does the 
passage of time 
change their 
relationship? 10 
marks

How does the 
writer’s choice of 
language suggest 
Lucy’s 
frustrations? 10 
marks

How far do 
you have 
sympathy 
do you 
have with 
Maureen?  
5 marks



GCSE English Language Subject 

Content: Paper 1 Section A

20th Century Prose

These questions all test – implicit 
understanding of the text. There are only 5 
marks on the paper for explicit information 
retrieval. Most of the marks out of 40 come 
from a student’s ability to ‘read beneath the 
lines’ rather than simply understand what has 
been written.  Students are expected to 
identify and comment on the different 
techniques and language choices made by the 
writer.

How are the 
differences 
between these 
2 characters 
shown? 10 
marks

How does the 
passage of time 
change their 
relationship? 10 
marks

How does the 
writer’s choice of 
language suggest 
Lucy’s 
frustrations? 10 
marks

How far do 
you have 
sympathy 
do you 
have with 
Maureen?  
5 marks



GCSE English Language Subject 

Content: Paper 1 Section B

Narrative Writing 40 marks

Students have 
45 mins to 
plan write 
and correct a 
story

20 marks are 
for 
imagination, 
control and 
development 
of ideas

20 marks are for 
structure, 
grammar, 
vocabulary and 
accuracy

Students are 
encouraged to 
‘write what 
they know’ 
rather than 
fantasy,  sci-fi 
or overly 
dramatic plots



GCSE English Language Subject 

Content: Paper 2 Section A

19th and 21st Non-Fiction Writing
Students 
have to 
read two 
factual 
articles on 
the same 
topic

The paper has 
40 marks and 
tests implicit 
understanding 
of both texts 

Students 
have to 
compare 
how both 
writers 
present 
their 
ideas

This paper 
expects 
students to 
read a lot 
of text 
quickly 



GCSE English Language Subject 

Content: Paper 2 Section B

Non-fiction Writing



Literature Assessment Criteria

AO1
Read, understand and respond to texts: maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response; use textual references, including 
quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations.

Paper 1: 15%
Paper 2: 25%

AO2
Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings and effects, using relevant subject terminology where appropriate

Paper 1: 15%
Paper 2: 25%

AO3
Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which they were written

Paper 1: 7.5%
Paper 2: 7.5%

AO4
Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation

Paper 1: 2.5%
Paper 2: 2.5%



GCSE English Literature Subject 

Content: Paper 1



An extract will always be provided. 
students should focus on this section 

but they MUST also use their 
knowledge of the entire play!

The Question asks students to focus 
on the ‘big ideas’ of the play

The bullet points require 

students to show how the 

language Shakespeare uses 

present the ideas.

How the Students are tested in the Literature Exam Paper 1: 



GCSE English Literature Subject 

Content: Paper 2



We will study an 
anthology called

‘Love and 

Relationships’ for 
Paper 2: Section B 

(Poetry)

The anthology is a 

collection of 15 poems 

from various poets and 

contexts but with 
comparable elements.

The collection can be 

roughly split into two 

categories: romantic 

love and family 
relationships. 



How You Can Help!

Make good quality 
commentary style 
journalism available and 
read and discuss it

Watch Macbeth and An 
Inspector Calls 
together and get them 
to discuss the ideas –
all available free online

Read the novel so that you can 
talk about it with them



Using Quality Time!

Talk to them about the 
ideas of the texts they 
study – ask them to 
explain the ‘big ideas’

Read the 
Anthology Poems 
– 7 are about 
parents and 
children – and get 
them to explain 
them to you


