
Chancellor’s School Sixth Form Futures Programme
2021-22

“Your choices, your future”



Discussion

Talk to the person next to you:

1) Do you know what your grandparents’ 
occupation was?

2) What about your parents?
3) How much choice did they have about 

it? 

4) Do you know what your future career 
direction is?



“Your choices, your future”



Aims

• To understand the different pathways available to you 
after you leave school

• To become familiar with the resources, support and 
opportunities available to you

• To reflect on your future learning/career choices and to 
make an outline plan of your next steps



What pathways are available to you?

Further study (at university 
or other institute of higher 

education)

An apprenticeship The world of work



Why university?

• You want to continue your studies
• You have a particular career in mind, which requires a degree (such as 

medicine, teaching or law)
• You want to keep your options as wide open as possible
• You want to experience the “student life”



Why an apprenticeship?

• You feel ready to enter the world of work
• You want to earn a salary (and avoid student debt)
• You like the idea of training on the job
• You have a career direction in mind



Why the world of work?

• You have an idea of a job that you want (which does not require a 
qualification/further training at this point)

• NOT just because you can’t think what to do next!



Something else?

• You don’t have to know your future direction yet
• Perhaps you want to travel/volunteer/do some casual work/gain some 

experience/skills in a particular field (e.g. an internship)
• BUT …
• Make sure you are financially prepared
• Don’t leave it too late to plan a productive and enjoyable year
• WARNING! … Quite a lot of people never really “come back” from a gap year
• The Sixth Form Team is still here to help and advise you



What if I just can’t decide?

• If you don’t decide, the decision will end up being made for you!
• If you don’t think and prepare, you will be greatly narrowing your options.

• Doing nothing might sound fun … but it really isn’t!



It’s ok not to know your future path … 

… but if you don’t know, make your next step one that 
will keep your options open.



The personal statement – why does it matter?

• It is your chance to sell yourself to a university/prospective employer
• It can help you stand out from the crowd and can be the deciding 

factor in a close applications process
• It is a structure around which you can build a really strong application
• Everyone is expected to prepare an excellent personal statement, 

whatever your future plans are at this stage.



The personal statement – an example

Task (5 mins)

• Read through the example personal statement provided.
• Discuss with your neighbour what makes it a very strong personal 

statement.
• Highlight/underline key phrases/points and be prepared to share.



[1] Economics is a dynamic and expansive field of study, consistently being challenged and 
refined with the latest ideas and thinking. I am fascinated by its versatility and the ability of 
economists to impact the world around us. My initial interest arose from studying history at 
GCSE: from the birth of Parliament to the development of trade unions, economics appears to be 
the inextricable link between otherwise unrelated events.

[2] Already interested in current and international affairs, I have since obtained a new 
perspective on microeconomics through studying A Level Economics. When reading Harford's 
"The Undercover Economist", specifically his analysis of Akerlof's 'Market for Lemons', I was able 
to recognise the gaps we face in ordinary transactions and resulting impacts, whether that is a 
market failure or a dissatisfied consumer. Exploring this further, I read research on the prevalence 
of information gaps in hospitals, which suggests that such constraints likely affect the functioning 
of the health care system, with consequences that have become clear in the present climate: lack 
of information leading to prolonged stays and overcrowded emergency departments. 

Engagement with the subject – the student demonstrates real 
thought in explaining her interest in economics. You can’t fake this 
– it requires real work and wider reading/study!



[4] My research into the applications of theoretical models in real-life situations steered me 
to studies on financial crises and I completed an online course on "Economics and the 2008 
crisis" at the Open University. It explained how Keynesian theories and ideas were able to 
revolutionise modern economies and offer causes alongside solutions to persistent problems, 
such as unemployment. To examine an alternative view, I attended a London School of 
Economics webinar on "Absent Management" and its role in financial crises. It was argued 
that economic efficiency and stability depend on the simplification of banks through 
government regulation. Whilst there is evidence that non-specialists are unable to manage 
complex systems of banking, I am more prone to agree that Keynesian methods, such as 
monetary or fiscal policies, help to avert crises more efficiently.

Super-curricular study – the student demonstrates real 
engagement with the subject, to the extent that she is able to take 
a view on a complicated question (of economics)



[5] Completion of the InvestIN Young Investment Banker Programme has given 
me insider views on the workings of business and commerce and how they 
function within the global market. Moreover, the interactive and team-based 
environment allowed me to grow my soft skills such as critical thinking and 
problem solving. I researched further into the historical side of banking, 
completing an online course with the University of Southampton on the 
History of Finance, Speculation, and the Stock Market. I discovered more 
about the origins of economics and the development of the discipline; analysis 
of the cultural and even literary aspects of money gave me a more rounded 
understanding of finance.

Work experience – the student thoughtfully explains how the work 
experience has developed her skills and understanding in relation 
to her chosen course 



[6] My A Levels in maths and history complement my interest in economics, 
allowing me to expand my numerical proficiency alongside key evaluative skills 
and the ability to structure convincing arguments. In school, I actively participate 
in environmental and wellbeing committees, as it is important to contribute to 
one's community. As Head of Finance, I have enhanced my practical skills of 
money handling and organisation, experiencing directly how small-scale financial 
exchanges occur. Likewise, my work experience at St. James's Place and on 
HSBC's Summer Placement programme have offered insight into real-life 
applications of economics on a large-scale, even global, basis. In studying 
economics to degree level, I hope to establish a broader understanding of a field 
I find intellectually stimulating and that will undoubtedly open doors for me in 
the future.

A consistent focus on how a range of activities (academic and 
extra-curricular) connect to the student’s understanding/skills 
related to her chosen field



Apprenticeships or university?

Which is right for you?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tDnb9wWhPqE


• There are 1000s of apprenticeships available across the country
• Some are extremely competitive; some much less so
• All pay at least minimum wage; some pay a lot more!

• Apprenticeships come at multiple levels:
• Levels 4 and 5 (Higher) require A Levels and are the equivalent of a degree (or 

part of a degree for Level 4)
• Levels 6 and 7 (Advanced) are run in partnership with universities and lead to a 

Bachelor (Level 6) or Masters (Level 7) Degree

• The process of application for apprenticeships is separate
• Applications for 2023 will open between September/March 2022

• We will offer a bespoke programme for those interested in apprenticeships
• Do not delay if you are interested! Apprenticeships close once they are filled.





Armed forces

Government
Accountancy

Emergency services

Hospitality

BankingManufacturing

Financial services

Retail

Food/consumer 
goods



Meet the apprentice …

Click here to join

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OWVlMzgxOTItMDdmMy00YTkxLThkMzYtZGY4NmZhNGFkZWFl%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22eacedefd-be79-489b-986d-39437834f64e%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22f8036fc3-b5b8-4535-80d5-8297e54f3664%22%7d


Thoughts and questions?



IMPORTANT:

• Make sure you know what room you are in after lunch.
• Bring your own device (laptop/iPad) if you have it and make sure it is charged 

and can connect to the internet.
• Be on time!!



PART TWO



Aims

• To understand the different pathways available to you 
after you leave school

• To become familiar with the resources, support and 
opportunities available to you

• To reflect on my future learning/career choices and to 
make an outline plan of my next steps



MOOCs = Massive Open Online Courses

• MOOCs are online courses on a particular 
subject

• There  are 1000s of them (of varying 
quality) at many different levels

• Some are specifically designed for A Level 
students

• They vary greatly in length from 3 or 4 to 
many hours

• Some are “live” and some are “on demand” 
= recorded

• They are free, but some have an optional 
charge for a certificate to prove you 
attended

CHECK OUT:

• Mooc list under Pathways on Unifrog
• www.mooc.org
• www.futurelearn.com
• www.mooc-list.com
• Most prestigious universities also offer a 

range of MOOCs

https://www.unifrog.org/sign-in
https://www.unifrog.org/sign-in
http://www.futurelearng.com/
http://www.mooc-list.com/


CHECK OUT:

• Mooc list under Pathways on 
Unifrog

• www.mooc.org
• www.futurelearn.com
• www.mooc-list.com
• Many UK universities also 

offer a range of MOOCs, 
often designed for A Level 
students

About 30 seconds of research on Futurelearn and I 
found:

https://www.unifrog.org/sign-in
https://www.unifrog.org/sign-in
http://www.futurelearng.com/
http://www.mooc-list.com/


EPQ = Extended Project Qualification

• An EPQ is an independently researched 
and written project on a subject of your 
choosing

• It requires you to produce an essay of 
about 5000 words (or a product and a 
shorter essay)

• You can choose the focus
• It is well regarded by universities and 

can lead to lower offers (it counts for 
half an A Level)

• BUT it is a significant time commitment 
and needs to be done properly!



University enrichment programmes

• Universities are extremely keen to 
engage with you! They have 
whole departments whose job is 
to reach out to people like you.

• Just do a little research …

• Online courses
• In-person events
• Residentials/summer schools
• Video lectures (both directly 

applicable to A Level and super-
curricular)

• Reading lists



Work experience and internships
• All Year 12s will be expected to undertake a block of 

work experience before the summer
• This can provide valuable skills, experience and 

understanding in relation to your chosen path
• Good experience can also boost your personal 

statement

• Internships are (usually unpaid) placements in a 
business/organisation

• Relevant ones will usually be in the summer holidays
• They are targeted at people looking to build a career in 

the field and provide fantastic material for future 
applications

• There are lots out there, but they are often highly 
competitive, so keep your eyes open and get in early



Volunteering

• Volunteering can be a great way to gain 
experience in a certain field

• You can develop “soft skills” that 
employers love, like communication, 
leadership or organisation

• You will be able to find opportunities 
to volunteer in school and in a wide 
range of contexts outside of school

• It has also been shown that 
volunteering is great for your mental 
health, which will help your studies 
too!



“Futures” - the process from now on
• Your task today is to conduct research and then to compile an initial plan on 

a survey
• The link to this can be found on SMHW and has been emailed to you

• It is then your job to move forward with your application
• After half term you will be allocated a Futures Mentor, who will be there to 

support you and review your progress
• You will be expected to meet them twice before …

• ...the Futures Day in June, when you will be supported in making further 
concrete actions to build a strong application for your next step.

• The Sixth Form Team is here to support you, but the initiative must come 
from you!



What is Unifrog?

Unifrog is a one-stop-shop where students can easily 

explore their interests, then find and successfully apply 

for their next best step after school.

Unifrog will help you to explore your key interests and 

what career paths you can take to reach your goals!



How can Unifrog help me now?

• Explore which subjects you would be interested in studying post-18 and how these choices can lead to 

different career paths and further education.

• Discover and sign up to online courses in areas that you’re interested in.

• Explore how to successfully apply to an apprenticeship or university course, including universities abroad.

• Support in writing a CV and Cover letter.

• Record key activities and achievements to use in your applications.













Unifrog example

• I am into computers …

• I search for “computers” in 
the Careers library

• It gives me information 
about 26 careers, half of 
which I have never heard 
of before



• I can find out a lot about 
what a systems analyst 
(for example) does in their 
job

• What they earn
• Entry requirements
• Skills required
• Career progression
• The work environment



• In the subjects library, I 
search for university 
subjects based on my 
favourite subjects 
(computer science and 
maths)

• There is extensive 
information about dozens 
of subjects



• In the MOOC section, I find 
160 online courses that are 
related to computer 
science



• In the Read, 
Watch, Listen 
section, I find 
30+ articles/ 
podcasts/videos 
about my 
chosen interest, 
to enrich my 
knowledge and 
understanding



Tasks for today

1) Make sure you are signed into your Unifrog account

2) Watch the extremely useful Unifrog intro video (if required), which sets out very 
clearly all the different ways that unifrog can be useful to you (link is on SMHW/in 
the email)

3) Take time to explore your options and gather information, using Unifrog and the 
various other links to useful websites provided

4) Complete the reflection/planning survey. This should be completed today as 
thoroughly as you are able.

• The link is on SMHW and has been emailed to you.



Signing in to Unifrog

• A link has been sent to your school email address (please 

check your junk/spam mailboxes)

• Sign in using your school email and password

• If you have forgotten your password, click on the link to reset 

it

• Make a note of your password



Career Research

Prospects

Prospects offers a careers quiz 
which matches your skills and 
personality to different job 
profiles, as well as a detailed 
outline of many career 
pathways

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/

UCAS

Aside from personal statement 
guidance, UCAS offers lots of 
advice on a variety of options 

after Sixth Form such as :

• Gap Year
• Internship
• University

https://www.ucas.com/what-
are-my-options

Not Going to Uni

Not Going to Uni allows you to 
search for employment 
opportunities (such as 

apprenticeships and full time 
work) in areas local to you if 

you are still considering 
University.  

https://www.notgoingtouni.co.
uk/

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/
https://www.ucas.com/what-are-my-options
https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/


Career Research

GOV Higher Apprenticeships

The .GOV website has lists of Higher 
Apprenticeship opportunities. This combines 
work and study with companies such as 
Barclays Bank, Amazon and Sky, allowing you 
to obtain a degree and earn money at the 
same time.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications
/higher-and-degree-apprenticeships

All About School Leavers

All About School Leavers lets you explore 
essential information about different 

industries that interest you. The site also 
advertises Sponsored Degree opportunities; 

companies who fund your studies.    

https://www.allaboutschoolleavers.co.uk/jo
bs/sponsored-degrees

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/higher-and-degree-apprenticeships
https://www.allaboutschoolleavers.co.uk/jobs/sponsored-degrees


Questions?



Now it’s over to you …

• Get on with it!
• Use the support and the resources 

available
• Keep in touch (form time, email, 

Instagram, Sixth Form newsletter)



Link to reflection/initial planning survey (this 
has been emailed to students and is on 

SMHW):

Futures Programme reflection and initial 
planning survey

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeL4er-Sphlspe_P8mzPUEVmPnx3Wc5JlguvcvgyOnLuPNbVg/viewform?usp=sf_link

