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12th March 2021 

Dear Parent and Student, 

Arrangements for the award of GCSE, A level grades and Vocational Qualifications in Summer 2021 

Thank you for supporting the return of your children to school and their sustained willingness to 
engage with ongoing learning and their teachers’ delivery. As our schools continue to focus upon 
high quality teaching, the resilience and positivity displayed by your children has been humbling, and 
it is this focus upon teaching and learning that will allow our students the best opportunity to reach 
a standard by which they might progress confidently to the next stage of their education or career, 
either within or beyond our Trust. 
 
As you know, the DfE and Ofqual confirmed the alternative arrangements schools needed to 
implement for the award of 2021 School-submitted Qualification Grades on 25th February 2021. 
Since then senior colleagues across our schools have worked tirelessly to ensure a robust and fair 
Quality Assurance process is in place for the students of Danes Educational Trust: one that will mean 
all our students may be confident in the knowledge that the right grades have been awarded.  
 
The details below outline the ‘next steps’ in this Quality Assurance process which all Danes 
Educational Trust schools have agreed to abide by. More nuanced information relating to the 
specifics of those assessments comprising a student’s subject portfolio will be forthcoming from 
each school by Friday 26th March 2021, enabling all students, guided by their teachers, to plan for a 
purposeful revision programme. For all qualifications undertaken at Chancellor’s School, the school 
will be responsible for determining the grade each student should receive.  
 
The Danes Educational Trust Quality Assurance Process: next steps 
 

 From 15th March 2021, all Trust schools will commence collection of appropriate evidence which 
may inform the final portfolio for each student. Once detailed guidance has been received from 
each of the Examination Boards (no later than 1st April 2021), schools, with the support of the 
Trust QA Support Team, will finalise what will be included within each student portfolio 

 From 26th March 2021 (by letter), all Trust schools will ensure that their GCSE, A Level and / or 
VTQ students know and understand: 

 what sort of evidence (including optional tests) will be used to inform the final School-
submitted Qualification Grade 

 the time frame for new assessments from 12th April 2021 onwards  
and / or  

 how any remaining external assessments will be completed 

 Between 21st April and 28th May 2021, alongside all portfolio composition:  
a. students across all Trust schools will sit pre-identified Examination Board Optional Tests  
b. class teachers will mark these questions. Standardisation will take place from the outset 

for all staff marking at school-level with a rigorous subject moderation process against 
exam board guidance material undertaken at school level. Sampling across Trust schools 
will take place supported by a Trust-wide Quality Assurance Support Team, comprising 
colleagues with examiner experience 
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 By 28th May 2021, the Trust QA Support Team will have completed all sampling and, across Trust 
schools, portfolios will be closed.  

 

Concluding Actions at school-level 

By 18th June 2021, Trust Headteachers will sign and submit a declaration, confirming that the 
requirements for internal quality assurance have been met. From 18th June 2021: Examination 
Boards will process the grades submitted by centres. 
 
We hope that our ongoing communications at both Trust and school-level are making clear to both 
you and your children how this process will work in practice. We would ask for your continued 
patience while we wait for additional information from Examination Boards which will inform the 
next letter you receive by 26th March 2021 from each of our schools. 
 
Please be assured that all colleagues across Danes Educational Trust will work with absolute integrity 
and unstinting energy to ensure to the very best of our ability that our students receive grades which 
fairly reflect their performance throughout their GCSE, A level or vocational courses.  
 

With very Kind Regards, 

 

 
 

 

Josephine Valentine 

CEO, Danes Educational Trust 

 

David Croston 
Headteacher, Chancellor’s School 
 

 

 

 

 

     

 


