
 

VIRTUAL EMPLOYER ENCOUNTERS 

Webinars for students 

 

Our next Virtual Encounter will take place on  

THURSDAY 11th NOVEMBER 2021 (4:30pm) and the theme will be  

CAREERS IN TOWN PLANNING 

A town planner helps communities, companies and politicians to decide on the best 
way to use land and buildings. 

A planner’s main aim is achieving sustainability. This means balancing different social, 
environmental and economic issues when official decisions are made on whether a piece of 
land is built on or not. Another way to describe this job is 'making places', such as towns, 
for people to live and work. Planners do not construct buildings but recommend how and 
where buildings should be built, what they should be used for and how they should fit into 
the local surroundings. Our About planning guide gives you a taster of what you could do. 

Planners are known by many names 

• Town and country planners 
• City planners 
• Land use planners 
• Spatial planners 
• Urban designers 
• Environmental planners 
• Development planners 

There is a huge current and future demand for Town Planners in Hertfordshire and across the 
county. This webinar will allow you to hear directly from Town Planners and to learn about the 
different entry routes into the career. Our panel will include: 

John Sturzaker: 

John is the Ebenezer Howard Professor of Planning at the University of Hertfordshire, and is 

programme lead of the MSc Sustainable Planning. He teaches on the undergraduate geography 

degrees at UH, which are an excellent pathway into Planning as a career. John will also discuss other 

ways into the profession. 

Ross Whear 

Bethany Jones  

Beth is a Planning Policy Officer at Colchester Borough Council and has five years’ 

experience in local authority planning; having previously worked in Waste and 

https://www.rtpi.org.uk/media/3186/about_planning_guide_latest.pdf


 

Minerals Policy and the Lead Local Flood Authority teams for Essex County Council. 

Beth is also currently chair of the RTPI East of England Young Planners Committee 

and is a Chartered Town Planner.  

To book your place please follow this link to the HOP site where you will be able to register and also 
have a look at the previous webinars we have recorded:  

https://www.hopinto.co.uk/explore-careers/webinars/virtual-employer-encounters/ 

The direct registration link can be found here: 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1838725807896475661 

DETAILS OF PREVIOUS WEBINAR AND LINKS TO WATCH: 

All previous webinars are available to watch via our HOP page: 

https://www.hopinto.co.uk/explore-careers/webinars/virtual-employer-encounters/ 

Subjects have included: 

A Business Apprenticeship  

Physiotherapy 

Engineering 

Life Sciences/Pharmaceuticals 

Construction  

Film & Media Production 

Nursing 

Sports Coaching 
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