
 

VIRTUAL EMPLOYER ENCOUNTERS 

Webinars for students 

 

Our next Virtual Encounter will take place on  

THURSDAY 4th NOVEMBER 2021 (4:30pm) and the theme will be  

CAREERS IN HORTICULTURE AND 

LANDSCAPING 

Welcome to a career in the great outdoors 

You could be joining the 674,200 employed in horticulture and helping contribute £28.8 billion to the 

UK economy each year. 

Are you creative, practical, have an eye for detail, interested in the environment and want to work 

outdoors? then landscaping could be the career for you. 

There are lots of roles in landscaping and horticulture. 

Creatively solving problems in green spaces, designing plans that will improve or create new gardens? 

This is landscape design. 

Looking for something hands-on and physical? Want to be involved in planning and building 

landscapes using a range of structural materials to turn design into reality? This is hard landscaping. 

Can you see yourself choosing and planting a wide range of plants to transform green spaces, adding 

texture, colour, and scent? This is soft landscaping. 

Making sure green spaces are looking their best, that they are safe, clean, and attractive to those using 

and visiting them? This is landscape maintenance. 

For more information visit www.golandscape.co.uk 

Our panel will include: 

Matt O’Connor: 

After graduating with a degree in horticulture in the nineties, Matt progressed through a range of 

operational roles in the family business before being appointed Operations Director in 2007 then to 

Managing Director in 2009. 

He recognises how important having a skilled workforce is to delivering success for the business and 

to that end has been a driving force behind the company’s award-winning Apprenticeship Programme. 

His background means he has first-hand knowledge of the pressures and challenges of delivering 

services to customers at the front-line, balanced with a wealth of understanding of the systems and 

http://www.golandscape.co.uk/


 

processes needed to run a successful business. He has successfully grown John O’Conner from a 

regional to a national multi award winning company. 

While committed to maintaining the company’s family ethos and values, Matt’s vision is one of 

constant innovation, and delivering benchmarked grounds maintenance services to the public & 

commercial sectors via a skilled and trained workforce.  

Stephen Ensell: 

Stephen Ensell is the Education Officer with the British Association of Landscape Industries (BALI), 

promoting landscaping careers in schools and colleges through the GoLandscape initiative. Having 

worked in the horticulture and landscape for over twenty-five years, he began his working career on 

a wholesale plant nursery, developing their retail side, before going on to set up and co run a 

successful domestic and commercial landscape business which went on to win a BALI National 

Landscape award in 2005. He then managed an independent garden centre, establishing and 

expanding their product ranges. Before joining BALI, Stephen also shared his experience and 

knowledge teaching Landscaping and Horticulture qualifications with the prison service and FE 

College. 

To book your place please follow this link to the HOP site where you will be able to register and also 
have a look at the previous webinars we have recorded:  

https://www.hopinto.co.uk/explore-careers/webinars/virtual-employer-encounters/ 

The direct registration link can be found here: 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3541363543838562318 

 

 

DETAILS OF PREVIOUS WEBINAR AND LINKS TO WATCH: 

All previous webinars are available to watch via our HOP page: 

https://www.hopinto.co.uk/explore-careers/webinars/virtual-employer-encounters/ 

Subjects have included: 

A Business Apprenticeship  

Physiotherapy 

Engineering 

Life Sciences/Pharmaceuticals 

Construction  

Film & Media Production 

Nursing 

Sports Coaching 

https://www.hopinto.co.uk/explore-careers/webinars/virtual-employer-encounters/
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3541363543838562318
https://www.hopinto.co.uk/explore-careers/webinars/virtual-employer-encounters/

